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Introduction

Personal Backgrounds

What is Biblical Theology?

 What is isn’t
	 	 Not named as opposed to non-biblical theology
	 	 (But it is biblical)

	 What it is
The story of the Bible, presented as we have it. Not necessarily through the 
books as they’re presented, but the timeline as it’s presented. 

	 	 The diversity of voices within a unity of narrative.
	 	 A film vs. an encyclopedia (as compared to systematic theology). The unfolding 
story of Scripture.

 Think of the story “Goldilocks and the Three Bears.” Now, in order to understand this 
story, we’re going to only look at Goldilocks. What does this story teach us about 
Goldilocks?
 Now, this is all well and good and helpful and kids can get the moral of the story this 
way, but if we only take this perspective, something is lost. We get to discover what 
Goldilocks is like as we read the story. We anticipate things, and the moral sinks in deeper. 
We’re wired this way. We need all kinds of ways of doing theology for us to get it.

This is all well and good, but why study biblical theology?
Some reasons:
	 1. How do we get to know someone?

We know [so and so] because we piece together their actions over time. By follow-
ing their story. What is “in character” of Joe? What is “out of character” for him? As 
we follow their story, patterns emerge, and we get to know them. How do they 
speak? Act? Think?

	 	
By looking at the story God has provided about Himself, by following how He has 
revealed Himself through history, we get to know the character of God, we get to 
see these patterns.

	 	
Over and over again, God identifies who He is by appealing to what He has done…

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery.” Ex 20:2

If “the wind blows where it chooses” (John 3:8), then there will be a dynamism to 
discerning the Spirit; we are looking not for a location or (simply) a static list of iden-
tifying characteristics but for a trajectory, a direction of movement.



Guthrie, Steven R. (2011-05-01). Creator Spirit: The Holy Spirit and the Art of Be-
coming Human (p. 166). Baker Book Group. Kindle Edition. 

To know who God is…but also to know who we are: it’s also the story of humanity
	 	
	 2. How do we determine a happy story from a sad one?

By looking at the past, present and future- a story is happy if it ends happy. Like-
wise for a sad story. And sometimes in the happy story we find that moments in the 
past, that were sad in themselves ended up being used for the ends of the happy 
story.

God has given us the story- with its tragedies and comedies. And we know the end-
ing- it’s a happy story for God and for His people. Only by looking through the lens 
of a narrative do we get this.

Why is that important? If we’re in a tragedy, then what can possibly help that? Our 
actions, thoughts and feelings will be informed by the kind of story we’re in, just like 
characters in a movie.
You won’t see a poignant death scene in a slapstick comedy (rarely at least).

	 3. The Long Shot.
Many people only spend time in close-ups or extreme close-ups (like word studies 
or inductive bible studies). Some spend time in medium shots (like studying a book 
at a time- as a whole book, not as parts). BT is the long shot: taking the camera 
back and being able to see the entire scene- the trees in the background, the road 
in the foreground, how close the actors are standing from each other, etc. It’s the 
big picture.

It is from within a narrative structure that we get to see the ordering of things. It’s 
not just about the data, it’s about where that data occurs.
 Ex: “Ode to Joy” notes in correct order vs. all at once

	 4. The Coherence of Scripture.
There are how many books in the bible? 66
How many authors?~40 (depending on who you ask…)

How in the world can 66 different books written by 40 different people over a period 
of about 2,000 years all come together and make sense? Inspiration of scripture. 
Many human authors and one Author.

One Author with one story, one that progresses.
	

Most of the Bible is narrative: only 25% is epistles, the rest are stories. The Bible on 
its own terms, in its own form. And Jesus himself was known to be a good story-
teller.

	 5. Your own literacy fuels the ability to talk about the Bible in normal language.



One proof that you don’t know the Bible well, or as well as you could, is resorting to 
using technical language (especially with those who aren’t yet believers). Redemp-
tion, justification, sin, kingdom, sanctity- these are all buzzwords Christians use and 
we shouldn’t expect non-Christians to know them. Often times, they think they 
know them, but they really don’t have any idea. Use normal language- speak like a 
normal human being. You’ll find that other humans might understand what you’re 
saying better. Taking the broad look helps fuel biblical literacy, so we can talk about 
redemption, etc., in a way that is not only truthful but loving our neighbors.

Our culture: post-literate (and moving more towards this).
Preliterate and post-literate prefer oral, story-based communication (about 70% of 
people in the US). Advertisers get this. Why don’t we? We don’t have to jettison lit-
eracy, of course, but how does our culture communicate: how do you already 
communicate? Through images and stories? Through different forms of media and 
dialogue? But let’s be a a part and engage the place and time where God has 
placed us, not longing for some kind of nostalgic time where something else was 
better- this is never true. It’s just that there were times where you were more com-
fortable.

	 6. Grow in love for God and for others, as we are formed by His story.
Our story being found in God’s story (arc lines)

We are formed by this story (or at least should be!). Especially given all the compet-
ing stories of salvation out there (not even talking about religions).
As we investigate the big story of God’s mission to us, we understand our own sal-
vation more, appreciate it more, and leads to to worship. This, in turn, leads to lov-
ing others more (as we see that “the other” is just as undeserving as we are), and it 
becomes an overflow of the grace that God has given us, not merely a duty or a 
checkbox to make ourselves feel better.

We’ll also realize better the radical lengths that God has went to for us- everything 
that He has put up with (and still does!) and this informs how we love our neighbors.

Outline of the course: 
What we will be doing in this class. Also, what lens will we be using? Missio Dei.

God’s mission in the world, to the world, etc., and how we, as people made in this God’s 
image, participate in His mission.

We’ll find out: being “on mission” is not just sharing your faith, though we often reduce it 
to that (because we’re sinful and/or ignorant). More on that later…

(Present the narrative structure).



Setting: Gen 1-2

Conflict: Gen 3

Rising Action (anticipating and foreshadowing):
Promised Kingdom: Gen 3:15, Abraham’s covenant (covenants): Ex/Sinai/
Tabernacle
The Partial Kingdom: Gen 12, Ex 19, Num/Josh, Judges/Chron (Monarchy)
The Prophesied Kingdom: Prophets

Excursus? Psalms

Climax: Gospels

Falling Action (implications of the Climax and Resolution):
The Proclaimed Kingdom: Acts, Epistles (Pentecost/now and not yet): new people, 
new place, new rule/blessing
The Proclaimed Kingdom: Acts, Epistles (Pentecost/now and not yet): new people, 
new place, new rule/blessing

Denouement: Rev (new heavens and earth)
Overview/Recap

Main areas of focus: 
(have people define mission)
God and His mission: His plan as it unfolds in our space and time.

Kingdom is how God works His mission out here on earth. God’s mission is to enlarge (ad-
vance?) His kingdom, creating His people to live in His place, under His rule and blessing.

“God’s kingdom is God’s people in God’s place under God’s rule and blessing.” -Graeme 
Goldsworthy, Gospel and Kingdom, p. 47

Who is God?
Who are His people?
Where is God’s place of rule?
What is his rule like? And what are the benefits?



God’s mission is to create His people, in His place, under His rule and blessing- for His 
own glory. This is the insane part- God, who is completely full of glory, completely full of 
love, chose to bring us into this glory, into this perfectness, for His own pleasure. It pleases  
God for us to be a part of His own story! It pleased God to bring Moses into His story, it 
pleased God to bring Paul and Timothy into His own story. It pleases God that He has 
brought us into His story- shouldn’t we spend some time immersing ourselves in this 
wonderful thing?

Books of note

God’s Big Picture, Vaughn Roberts (available in the Resource Center)
The Mission of God’s People, Christopher Wright

Frequent terms that we’ll be using

see Frequent Terms doc


