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new people
! the whole world! (Pentecost, Acts 2)
new place
! the whole world!
new rule and blessing
! new priest
! new covenant
! new temple

What is a temple? Dwelling place of God. Where does God dwell now, 
particularly?

! new mission
! ! cultural mandate to holy war to great commission
! new maturity (Rom. 3:20, Gal. 3:24)
! ! lawful use of the law, law as tutor in Galatians
! ! sending of the Spirit to serve out of our actual desires (Rom. 7:6)

penalty (past) of sin (Eph. 2:8), power (present) of sin (1 Cor. 1:18), 
presence (future) of sin (Rev. 21:4) [VR 130]

!

We now are accepted and work out of our acceptance (cf. Paul's letters, esp Romans)

already/not yet: the wilderness
remember Israel's problem in the wilderness: looking back instead of forward. We 
have been redeemed from our chains back in our Egypt, but are not yet in the 
Promised Land (Heb. 3, 4). But the way we live in this wilderness is to have 
Promised Land living break into the desert. This is life giving for us, life giving for 
others.

What does this living look like now?

People who send and are sent
! The Sending God [Wright 210-211]
! ! Trinitarian
! ! ! Father: sends the Son and the Spirit (Jn 3:34, 4:16)
! ! ! Son: send the Spirit and the Apostles (Jn 15:26, 20:21)
! ! ! Spirit: sends Jesus and the Apostles

Jesus: sent in Holy Spirit power (Ro 1:4, Acts 10:38, Luke 
4:18-19)
Apostles: directs, guides, empowers (as in Acts 13:1-4, 
16:6-7)

! The sending God creates a community living that is fundamentally sent
! ! Apostles: lit. "sent ones"
! ! ! chosen to be with Christ
! ! ! chosen to replicate and extend the ministry of Christ (Jn 1:50)



think of Paul: he was obsessed with being sent and sending out 
others. The early church was one that was known for gathering 
together as well as being sent into their own communities

A combination of being faithful to the truth (3 Jn 3-4) and faithfulness towards brothers 
and sisters in mission (3 Jn 5-8)

To do what? How has God called us to participate in His mission?
! Engage, Confront, Suffer in the public square [Wright, 230ff]

to live where God has called you, and live differently than the world. In 
such a way that you will suffer for it. You will give so much of yourself 
away for the sake of others that you will often feel taken advantage of, 
neglected, made fun of, etc. This radical way of living doesn't often (or 
need to) look very radical on the outside. A family living in a neighborhood. 
A married couple on the block.

The neighborhood, the block, should all be affected by where we live. Not 
in a way where we crucify others, but in the same way that Christ 
condescended, took on our flesh and dwelled among us. What does 
missional living look like? What does the mission of God look like? What 
are its marks? If it is marked primarily by doing the right things, getting the 
answers right, getting in line, you will call people to a dead religion of man. 
If it is marked by grace only explained through God's existence, you will 
call people to a living life.

! Does God's mission to you break your heart, undo you?
Does the idea of God's grace coming into people who you see day in and day out 
break your heart?

! Do you feel the need for living water to come into a parched, dead desert?
! How are you suffering for people around you? Where might you need to suffer?

Paul's dos and don'ts flow from who we are in Christ. Because we are a redeemed 
people, we live in such and such a way. The reverse is: if we aren't living the way we 
should be, we are lying about what God has done, about God himself! It's because you 
love your spouse or girl/boy friend that you do things for them, serve them, etc. If you 
loved your neighbors you would suffer for them. Maybe we all need to have bigger 
hearts. Ones that will step into unknown areas. You may not know what to do, what to 
say, but if the Spirit grants you a love for the other, you will take that risk. And remember 
you are a temple. The Spirit guides, directs, empowers. 

Don't try more, rely more.


