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The church: living in the wilderness now, but knowing the ending.

Revelation: God is King, presiding over everything

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and 
might forever and ever!” Rev 5:13

We may not understand everything ourselves, but we donʼt need to. Seriously: we donʼt. 
Also, God is up to something in not revealing everything to us all the time.

First, thatʼs impossible because we are finite
Second, His goal isnʼt for us to know stuff, but to know Him. To trust Him. Thatʼs 
what worship means: trust.

The old will go
Babylon destroyed:
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place for demons, a 
haunt for every unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean 
and detestable beast. (Rev 18:2 ESV)

“So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, and will be found no more; 
and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters, will be heard 
in you no more, and a craftsman of any craft will be found in you no more, and the 
sound of the mill will be heard in you no more, and the light of a lamp will shine in you 
no more, and the voice of bridegroom and bride will be heard in you no more, for your 
merchants were the great ones of the earth, and all nations were deceived by your 
sorcery. And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have 
been slain on earth.” (Rev 18:21–24 ESV)

The church canʼt exist as Babylonians (again, in exile…but not forever)

Notice heavenʼs response:
After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, 
crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for his 
judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the 
earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” (Rev 
19:1–2 ESV)

Praising God for justice. The hope of vengeance in injustice rests with our God, not with 
ourselves. Those who abuse, neglect, take advantage of, destroy, mutilate, hold captive, 
rape, murder, martyr: their fate is set by a God in heaven who burns with righteous 
anger more than we do about injustices committed against Him. He actually is storing 



up His wrath. Hence the call to repent: turn away from ourselves, turn towards God and 
believe.

The new will come

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. (Rev 
21:1–2 ESV)

heaven aka sky
this new creation of v.1 is explained in v. 2: itʼs a city

“Coming down”

The mission of God has been our lens. In Revelation we find its complete fulfillment. It is 
the final answer to the Lordʼs Prayer: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. (Matt 6:9–10)

Orientation - Disorientation - New Orientation

The new becomes all the more anticipated, special, important because of the 
disorientation that preceded it. The sufferings in your life are not only meaningful now 
because God has ordained them now, but they push us, propel us forward into a holy 
longing for our New City.

from a garden to a city
garden - family - nation - ends of the earth

Weʼre not going back to a garden (as good as that may be), weʼre going to a city–one 
that encompasses the whole earth: remember: gold is mentioned in the creation story.

The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of 
Havilah, where there is gold. And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone 
are there. (Gen 2:11–12 ESV)

Adamʼs task. Adamʼs failure. The Second Adamʼs task. The Second Adamʼs victory.



The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, clear as glass. And the twelve 
gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the 
city was pure gold, transparent as glass. (Rev 21:18, 21 ESV)

redemption is more than going back to the garden- God has made it bigger.

Notice also, how tangible this all is. Itʼs not “super-spiritual” so that weʼre floating on 
clouds. Itʼs physical. You can walk on the streets, touch the pearls, see the shine of the 
gold. This is a mini-sermon to us now: lives informed by the gospel will show itself in 
tangible ways. Itʼs not just a list of things to believe, but a life to live out: spiritual, 
intellectual, emotional, physical.

What does this world look like?

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.” (Rev 21:2–4 ESV)

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also 
he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” And he said to me, 
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I 
will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. (Rev 21:5–6 ESV)

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives 
it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the 
earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will 
be no night there. They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But 
nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but 
only those who are written in the Lambʼs book of life. (Rev 21:22–27 ESV)

the kingdom of God the perfected kingdom

Godʼs people multi-national family of God

Godʼs place New Heavens and Earth

Godʼs rule and blessing Throne of God and the Lamb, Perfect Blessing



if there is no ultimate resolution, there are no other real resolutions, just temporary blips 
in conflict. Our hope in every conflict is to be resolved in a way that accords with Christʼs 
prayer: heaven and earth be one.
the future informs our present
driven by the sense of an ending

Wendell Berry: “What stood will stand though all be fallen…”
Redemption in this world is seeing what is fallen restored: what has stood will stand.  
What is wrong will be made right.  What is crooked will be made straight.

What is wrong is being made right.  What is crooked is being made straight.  This is 
what we are a part of!

Our hope lies in the day when “the mystery of God should be finished” and as we long 
for that day, our lives now prefigure what is to come. Through being united to Christ, we 
are now part of the rising hope, though there be underlying dissonance.

Coffins in the Louvre: Christ is Lord from beginning to end.
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The unrealized in Heb 11 vs. Already realized in Heb 12:
For he [Abraham] was looking forward to the city that has 
foundations, whose designer and builder is God. (Heb 11:10 
ESV)

Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for 
our God is a consuming fire. (Heb 12:28–29 ESV)


