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Before the stage is set

Eternality

Inter-Trinitarian love

Eternal, Trinitarian purpose



Before the stage is set

Revealed in history

“fullness of time”



Mission is an act 
of God Himself



Setting



God created all things

The earth was without form and void, 
and darkness was over the face of the 

deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters. 

Gen 1:2



God created all things

All things were made through him, 
and without him was not any thing 

made that was made. 
John 1:3 



God created all things

For by him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—
all things were created through him 

and for him.
Col 1:16



God is the King of creation

 For the LORD is a great God, and a 
great King above all gods. In his hand 

are the depths of the earth; the 
heights of the mountains are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, and his 

hands formed the dry land.



God is the King of creation

Oh come, let us worship and bow 
down; let us kneel before the LORD, 
our Maker! For he is our God, and we 
are the people of his pasture, and the 

sheep of his hand. 
Psa 95:3–7



God is the King of creation

God is not part of creation

God is not completely 
outside of creation



Pinnacle of Creation

then the LORD God formed the man 
of dust from the ground and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life, and 

the man became a living creature. 
Gen 2:7



Pinnacle of Creation

  And God blessed them. And God said to them, 
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 

over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

The LORD God took the man and put him in 
the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 

Gen 1:28; 2:15

A Great Task:



the kingdom of God the pattern of the Kingdom

God’s people

God’s place

God’s rule/blessing



Goal of Creation

Rest



Goal of Creation

  Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, 
and all the host of them. And on the seventh day 
God finished his work that he had done, and he 
rested on the seventh day from all his work that 

he had done. So God blessed the seventh day 
and made it holy, because on it God rested from 

all his work that he had done in creation. 
Gen 2:1–3 



Goal of Creation

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. 

Matt 11:28



Goal of Creation

So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the 
people of God, for whoever has entered God’s 
rest has also rested from his works as God did 

from his.

Heb 4:9–10



Not liberating us from 
creation







Not liberating us from 
creation

Four main relationships
human-God
human-human
human-earth
human-self



What does this mean for 
us now?

The LORD God took the man and put him in 
the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 

Gen 2:15

A Great Task:





What does this mean for 
us now?

1.We are called to rule for the 
benefit of the earth

2. Creation is here for our good



How can we do this?



a holy imagination
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