
Biblical Theology	 	 	 	 	 	             Conflict - 3 (Notes)
! the story of Scripture! ! ! ! !          "om gregwillson.com/biblical-theology-class

Review:
	 Why study biblical theology?
	 	 Us, others
	 Last week: 
 What is God’s mission?
	 What is His kingdom?
	 How did this play out in the setting of the story in creation last week? (people, 
place, rule/blessing)
	 What does the setting of the story teach us about God? About us? 

This week…
Conflict: Gen 3. Ask for others to tell the story.

Introduction of a new character: the snake
	 (He talks!)
	 Who is he?

And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the 

devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the 

earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 

And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and 

bound him for a thousand years, (Rev 12:9; 20:2 ESV)
	
	 Is he eternal? Where did he come from?
	 	 Author intent
	
	 Is this real or a fact-less myth?
	 	 Bible acts as if this is real: we should also.

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through 

sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— for sin indeed was in 

the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 

Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not 

like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s 

trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of 

that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. And the free gift is not like the 

result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought 

condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 

For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, 



much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 

righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. (Rom 5:12–19)

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 

righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man’s 

disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the 

many will be made righteous.

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 

have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 

resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be 

made alive. (1 Cor 15:20–22 ESV)
	

As much as Jesus is real, Adam is real.

And beware of false dichotomies: symbolism and reality. Something can use 
symbolism and also be real, the two aren’t mutually exclusive. Just because 
something is written in a certain kind of genre doesn’t necessarily point to a lack of 
historicity.

“The deceiver” - how did he deceive?

The first sin
Words
What God said vs. What the serpent said He said vs. What Eve said God said

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every 

tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 

not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Gen 2:16–17 ESV)

 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in 

the garden’?” (Gen 3:1 ESV)

And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 

garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst 

of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” (Gen 3:2–3 ESV)

Actions
What did Adam and Eve choose to do in this story? What was their real temptation?

For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 

like God, knowing good and evil.” (Gen 3:5 ESV)



So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 

delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 

took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with 

her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 

were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 

loincloths. (Gen 3:6–7 ESV)

If they become like God, Who do they not have a need of anymore?
If God was all about people not sinning, this would be a failure.

God is all about establishing a relationship (preview of covenant).

Implications of their actions [Rouault: We Believe Ourselves Kings]
Shame, guilt, hiding
What kind of relationships were wrecked?

Remember the four relationships: intimacy turned upside down to violence.
All other relationships stem from our relationship with God.
1. human-God: man banished from the Garden- what’s the significance? 
(Think of our people, place, rule/blessing table)
2. man-wife (human-human): thrown under the bus. The curse: women will 
have a desire for the husband, the husband will lord it over her (the woman’s 
“desire” may be just a sexual longing, or could also be one that desires to 
take control over him)
3. human-creation: the ground gets cursed (things won’t happen easily, and 
work will often be frustrated)
4. human-self: broken, sinful, needing someone to rescue him/her

This is devastating, and should break our hearts. Knowing that we would do 
(and do) the same thing Adam did. When we get angry about the sin in the world 
and point our finger, it points back to us. We are part of the human race, the 
race destined for the greatest things, the pinnacle of creation and what did we 
do? We destroyed it. And we keep on destroying it.
When we hear of parents who abuse their children
When we hear of sexual predators
When those in power use those who are powerless
When we see those commercials of animals being neglected and not cared for
When we hear the staggering statistics of African Americans and Hispanics not 
graduating high school
When we hear the struggle of a homeless addict

This is us. This is who we are. It’s not out there- it’s in here. And we are all part 
of this grotesque family who changes intimacy and vulnerability out for death 
and destruction, and we love it. Is there anything that can save us? Is there 
anyone who can rescue us?



the kingdom of God Gen 1-2 Gen 3

Godʼs people Adam and Eve

Godʼs place Eden

Godʼs rule/blessing His Word, perfect 
relationships

God’s mission isn’t thwarted
(As if we had that power!)

God calls out for them
God does not kill them (though their death is still real)
After the curses, He cares for them: God is the universe’s first fashion designer. He 
makes their clothes.

In the curses: a promise. The first prophecy comes form God Himself:
 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 

her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” (Gen 3:15 

ESV)

The seeds of the gospel are sown in the fields of our own sin.

Wendell Berry
What stood will stand, though all be fallen,
The good return that time has stolen.
Though creatures groan in misery,
Their flesh prefigures liberty
To end travail and bring to birth their new perfection in new earth.

At word of that enlivening
Let the trees of the woods all sing.
And every field rejoice, let praise
Rise up out of the ground like grass.
What stood - whole in every piecemeal thing that stood -
Will stand though all fall.
Field and woods and all in them,
Rejoin the primal Sabbath’s hymn.

The progression of sin…
The first murder one chapter later
Noah and the flood
Tower of Babel



Things are not looking pretty. God could have killed everyone, started this whole 
world over. But He’s patient, kind, loving, merciful, and powerful. Powerful enough 
to let this all happen and still be in control of his mission.

What is this mission again?
To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to 

preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for 

everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all 

things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be 

made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was 

according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

(Eph 3:8–11 ESV)

From Genesis 3 to Orlando 2012:
Is the American story really that different from Genesis 3?

What’s the American Dream?
Who is that based on?
Why do we gravitate so easily to this?

Surely there is someone who can rescue us! But after He rescues us, then it 
depends on us, right?
The gospel is not only what saves us, it’s what keeps saving us.

Our actions tell ourselves and others that the baptized American Dream is 
the gospel- and it’s not- it is death!

Only God can save, only God saves, we are dependent beings. Our dignity is 
derivative, our life is derivative, our joy is derivative, everything.

Do you want a good relationship with other people, with your work, with your 
spouse, within yourself? It all comes form the relationship found in God.

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 

righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man’s 

disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the 

many will be made righteous.

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 

have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 

resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be 

made alive. (1 Cor 15:20–22 ESV)


