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! the story of Scripture

Review
Story of Genesis 3

new character: the snake
historical fact or myth?

The first sin
Words
Actions
Implications

the kingdom of God Gen 1-2 Gen 3

Godʼs people Adam and Eve

Godʼs place Eden

Godʼs rule/blessing His Word, perfect 
relationships

God’s mission

The progression of sin

From Genesis 3 to Orlando 2012

The Story of Abraham

I. Backdrop
A. Gen. 3-Gen. 11
B. The Tower of Babel

II. Election (Gen. 12)

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's 
house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless 
you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” (Gen. 12:1-3)



A. Abram’s call is the great hinge of salvation history. The slowdown of the narrative 
pace

1. Blessing (x5) 

It is creation that is broken by human sin, so it is creation and humanity together that God 
intends to mend. Ultimately, God's salvation is the restoration of God's blessing to creation 
and humanity. Salvation does not mean rescuing people out of creation to some other 
realm, but bringing back God's blessing into creation, through God's redeeming and 
transforming power. Salvation, then, is God's mission of redemptive blessing, restoring his 
whole creation to what was lost because of human sin and rebellion – Chris Wright, 
Salvation Belongs to Our God, 69

B. Contrast with Babel
C. Three dimensions of the call

1. A call to land
2. A promise of seed
3. A relationship with God that overflows with blessing

D. The covenant(s): Gen. 15 & 17

III. Ethics
A. Gen. 17: God’s grace doesn’t rule out faithfulness. Abraham and his seed were 
to model a new humanity to the fallen image bearers of the world. 

IV. Mission
God said: “For I have chosen [Abraham], that he may command his children and his 
household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so 
that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.” (Genesis 18:19)

A. Gen. 18:19: God’s people are called to obedience, not just for their own sake, 
but for the sake of the nations

1. Righteousness
2. Justice

B. Abraham’s seed brings blessing
1. Laban is blessed by Jacob (Gen. 30:27-30)
2. Potiphar is blessed by Joseph (Gen. 39:5)
3. All Egypt is saved by Joseph (Gen. 50:20)
4. Pharoah is blessed by Jacob (Gen. 47:7, 10)

People Seed

Place Land

Rule Blessing



Who is Abraham? The one who God has chosen and come to know in personal friendship 
(election)

Why did God choose Abraham? To initiate a people who would be committed to the way 
of the Lord and his righteousness and justice, in a world going the way of sodom (ethics)

For what purpose should the people of Abraham live according to that high ethical 
standard? So that God can fulfill his mission of bringing blessing to the nations (mission) – 
Chris Wright, The Mission of God’s People, 93

Garden The Patriarchs

People Adam & Eve Abraham and “seed”

Place Eden The Promised Land

Rule Godʼs Word of Prohibition The Way of the Lord


