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Rising Action: Tabernacle

Exodus Event: God who delivers
Sinai: God who demands

Tabernacle: God who draws 
near

[Chart from Roberts, p. 67]

The God who demands and 
the God who draws near is 
the same God. And this God 
is not a split-personality. Both 
the law and the tabernacle 
are ways that God uses to 
bless His people. How should 
we live? The law will tell us 

the best way to live. The law is 
good, yes, but are we now left alone? No, the tabernacle was a symbol of God dwell-
ing with His people. 

Sinai and the tabernacle are very close: God is transcendent and immanent. God is 
bigger than anything and also near. God’s bigness is displayed by lightning and thun-
der on top of a mountain. His nearness is displayed by Him showing Himself- actually 
being present in front of Moses.

Sinai was covered in smoke, so was the tabernacle:
Ex. 40:34   Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the 

LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter the tent of 

meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the 

tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up 

from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37 But if the cloud 

was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38 

For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by 

night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys.

What is the tabernacle?



Before the tabernacle was built, God had threatened to leave Israel. Do you remember 
why?
Ex. 33:1-3
In response to this, Moses constructed the tent of meeting outside the camp: Ex. 
33:7-11. The cloud (symbol of God’s presence) would rest outside the tent.

But when the tabernacle was constructed, it was made in the midst of the camp, and 
the cloud rested inside it (Ex. 40:33ff).

[Chart from Roberts, p. 71]

Instructions to make the Tabernacle 
(found in Ex. 25-31).
Looks very similar to a mobile pal-
ace of an Egyptian king. Actually, 
the setup of the tribes of Israel with 
the ark in the middle is very similar 
to how an ANE army is configured.

Courtyard
Bronze altar: for animal sacrifice
Laver: a bronze wash basin for the 
priests who are entering the Holy 
Place to wash their hands. Repre-
sents the earth itself: water and 
earth.

Tent
Holy Place
Table for the bread of the presence 
(Ex. 25:23-30): 12 loaves of bread, 
reminding of God’s provision. Also, 
the context of a ceremonial meal. 
It’s a meeting place, remember. Dur-
ing a meal, the host would be re-
sponsible to serve and protect the 
guests while they ate. This is an invi-
tation to God’s provisional presence.

Lampstand (Ex. 25:31-39): made of 
gold, symbolizing God’s watchful 
eye over them. God is Creator- the 
giver of light, had shined light into 
the darkness. In the shape of a tree, 
it symbolizes life and growth. The 

             tree is one of light and life (similar to 
             the tree of life in Eden).



Altar of Incense (Ex. 30:1-10): this was not 
used for animal sacrifices, only incense. 
Made of gold, placed just in front of the 
curtain separating the Holy of Holies. This 
incense would have filled the tabernacle. 
It’s a sign of a host’s hospitality. Remem-
ber where and how the Israelites were liv-
ing and working. Also, with the offerings, 
function like a nonverbal prayer. 

Most Holy Place (Holy of Holies)
Ark: contains the 10 commandments. The 
top of the ark, a lid, is called the mercy 
seat, or atonement cover. With two 
cherubim on either side.
There I will meet with you, and from above 

the mercy seat, from between the two 

cherubim that are on the ark of the testi-

mony, I will speak with you about all that I 

will give you in commandment for the peo-

ple of Israel. (Ex 25:22 ESV)

Increasing levels of holiness in material and dimensions.
Both of the rooms are covered in blue curtains, with cherubim pictured upon 
them. Symbol of heavens.
Bronze to gold: all furnishings inside the tent/room are gold, courtyard is more 
earthy
Rectangle to square

Instructions on building the ark (wisdom, etc.) Ex. 31 (Is God merely functional? Has 
He ever been?

What actions take place?
God dwells with His people: 

And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. (Ex 25:8 ESV)



Why would “sanctuary” not be the best term for our auditorium?

He reveals Himself and His plans for Israel:
There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the 

two cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all 

that I will give you in commandment for the people of Israel. (Ex 25:22 ESV)

Worship: Sacrifices, Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur)
Day of Atonement: when the High Priest would be able to enter the Holy of Holies- 
God’s throne room. He would sacrifice a bull, then sprinkle the blood on top of the 
mercy seat for his own sin. Then he would kill a goat and sprinkle the blood on the 
mercy seat for the sins of the people.
One goat was sacrificed, but there was another goat. The scapegoat. The high 
priest would lay his hands upon the goat and confess all the sins of Israel upon the 
goat’s head, then send the goat into the wilderness.

The need for atonement? Reconciliation, At-one-ment (Roberts, p. 72)

Importance of holiness
What does holiness really involve? According to Lev. 19 (from Wright, p. 125):

respect within the family and community (vv. 3a, 32)
exclusive loyalty to Yahweh as God; proper treatment of sacrifices (vv. 4, 
5-8)
economic generosity in agriculture (vv. 9-10)
observing the commandments regarding social relationships (vv. 11-12)
economic justice in employment rights (v. 13)
social compassion for the disabled (v. 14)
judicial integrity in the legal system (vv. 12, 15)
neighborly attitudes and behavior; loving one’s neighbor as oneself (vv. 
16-18)
preserving the symbolic tokens of religious distinctiveness (v. 19)
sexual integrity (vv. 20-22, 29)
rejection of practices connected with idolatrous or occult religion (vv. 26-
31)
no ill treatment of ethnic minorities, but rather racial equality before the 
law and practical love for the alien as for oneself (vv. 33-34)
commercial honesty in all trading transactions (vv. 35-36)

Also, cf. the refrain of “I am the Lord”, we’re called to reflect His charac-
ter.

Exodus and Leviticus overview (from Waltke 451):
God present in Sinai (Ex. 24)
Build a tabernacle (Ex. 25-31)
God present in tabernacle (Ex. 40: 34-38)
Be holy (Lev. 11:45; 17-26)
I will walk among you (Lev. 26:12; cf. Gen 3:8)



Delivered…for what reason? From Egypt to the promised land. What does promised 
land living look like in the wilderness? New exodus info.

Theological themes of the tabernacle
What do we learn about man?

if we live holy lives, it is within God’s plan to bless us, but others will necessarily 
be blessed as well

What do we learn about God?
his immanence, the lengths He goes to have us know who He is

missio Dei focus, new exodus


