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Our philosophy of work aligns with a vision as a school.

We train your child to become a world citizen as learner and leader through the strengths of a common faith, family participation, and a superior learning environment.

We are committed to building a community of responsible world citizens that have a passion for learning and knowing Jesus Christ.

We focus on international studies by experiential learning that will stimulate spiritual, intellectual, and physical vitality.

Personal Background/Testimony

I grew up in a ½ Christian home.  My mother has always been a spiritual leader in my life and my father was pretty absent through most of my life.  I grew up going to church with my mother, but I just assumed Christianity and didn’t think too deeply upon it until my junior high/high school years.  It was then that I get more involved at my local church and through God’s grace He placed some key godly men in my life.  It was around this time that I didn’t just assume Christ as my Lord, but actively pursued Christ or maybe better put: He pursued me in a new way.  This grace continued through college where I was heavily involved in campus ministry and the local church.  Through these experiences, I felt God’s calling to the pastorate and was able to be a pastoral intern at my church in Gainesville.  I continued to feel a firming of this call and this has led me to Orlando to take classes at the seminary level.  By God’s generosity, I am currently on staff as a worship leader for a church in the area and I am taking seminary classes so that, Lord willing, I will eventually be able to pursue what’s often labeled as “full time ministry.”

What does this have to do with teaching high school? Because of my experiences with spiritual maturity (and immaturity) during my high school years, I can understand the need and importance for biblically minded leaders.  I hope that I can be another person in my students’ lives to encourage them in their faith, just as I was encouraged to run after the prize set before us.
Course Overview

Students are taught the importance of pondering moral dilemmas they face in a postmodern culture.  They read the writings of scripture and noted Christian scholars on a variety of topics including, but not limited to decision-making, work, calling, earthkeeping, wealth, poverty, racism, bigotry, medical ethics, and peace. 

This document is accessible at: www.gregwillson.com/teach/

Notebooks 

Organization of class materials is a responsibility left up to the student.  The use of hand written notes are allowed on my exams, so it is in their best interest.
Bible III: Worldview

Student Materials

Heaven Is a Place on Earth: Why Everything You Do Matters to God
Bible (ESV, NIV, NAS translations)

A notebook/binder to organize notes and responsive writings

Any other readings will be provided by the instructor

Parent Materials

Parents are encouraged to interact with their children on these subjects.  There are many areas for your children to process through, especially when we get to the ethics-related sections.  Being able to converse in any of these areas will help understanding and cognition of the material immensely.

At Home

Students will be expected to keep current and able to interact with the readings.  This might mean reading the material more than once in some circumstances. A computer with internet access will be required for some weeks’ responses.

At School   

Students will be expected to keep hand-written notes, as they are allowed on the exams.  The class will be mostly discussion-based, so students will come to class prepared to interact with the day’s material.

Grades 

60% Assessments 
(Quizzes, Exams, Papers/Projects)

20% Participation 
(Discussion, Reading Completion, Questions/Comments related to 
                               
the readings) 

20% Homework 
(Weekly Responses, Article Reviews)

There will be at least 1 exam per quarter.  For exams, students are able to use any hand-written notes to help them on the exam. There will be 1 paper/project due at the end of the year as a culmination and application of previous study. There will typically be weekly responses to the material covered.  Sometimes the information will be from the Bible, the textbook, readings handed out in class, or online articles.  The online material will be found here: www.gregwillson.com/teach. And, of course, there is always the possibility of a pop-quiz (
Teacher Responsibility 

I will be prepared for each class.  I will keep students and parents up to date with the class schedule which can be found on the class website.  I will grade and return work in a timely fashion. I will return communication within 24 hours.  I will challenge my students academically and spiritually. 

Parent Responsibility  

Parents will be involved in the class material with their students.  They will contact me if there are any problems or questions.  They will encourage their children to apply this class to their lives.

Student Responsibility

Students will come to class prepared in materials, reading, and with a heart and mind ready to learn.  They will complete all work on time.  Students will get in touch with me if there are any class related problems or questions.  They will think critically and apply this class to their life.

Lesson Plans/Syllabus

Semester One:

Worldview Defined


Quarter One: Introduction and Survey of non-Christian Worldview




Introduction of terms




Existential tradition




Teleological tradition




Deontological tradition

Quarter Two: Introduction to Christian Worldview




Doctrine of the Word

Normative




Situational




Existential
Semester Two:
Worldview Applied


Quarter Three: The 10 Commandments


Quarter Four: Specific Ethical Dilemmas




Applications
Expectations of Students

My expectations for classroom behavior are as follows:

-Be on time for class.

-Be prepared for class.

-Bring nothing to distract:  no gum, food, drink (water is OK), or any other distraction.

-When I am speaking, the students are listening.

-Everyone will be expected to participate in class.

-Everyone will be attentive and respectful at all times.

If a student does not abide by these rules:

-I will speak to them to correct their behavior (chronic disobedience will not be tolerated).

-Certain behaviors will result in being written up or sent to the office as prescribed by the code of conduct.

-Chronic or severe behavior will result in a parent/teacher and/or administration meeting.

The goal is for the student to SELF-GOVERN by making good choices. They should not constantly rely on EXTERNAL GOVERNMENT to control their behavior.
Powerschool

We will be using the Powerschool program to view grades on the internet.  You will have a family log-in where you can view the grades of your child as I complete them and post them.  The internet address for this is http://tcs.powerschool.com/guardians. I hope this will be a blessing that allows you to be more informed. 

Parent Partner

Parents are encouraged to come into class and participate in class discussions.  If a parent knows ahead of time when they are going to be in the class, a basic understanding of the reading material that day, though not necessary, is preferred.

Community Meetings

Our first Community Meeting is September 9, at 7 pm.  The meetings will be held at First Presbyterian Church of Maitland, 341 North Orlando Avenue Maitland. We are having meetings every other month, so be sure to attend each meeting.  

Our breakout sessions are at 6 pm in the lunchroom. 

Illness

If a student misses a class or assignment due to illness, it is their responsibility to contact me for assignments, reading information, or any questions they might have.  Email is the easiest and fastest way to reach me.  

Late Policy

For every class day that an assignment is late, 10 points will be deducted.  Late work can be turned in through email, put in my box, or handed to me.  If absent, work will typically be due 1 week after last absence (of course, with extenuating circumstances in mind). Feel free to contact me if there are problems in this area.

Use of Technology

Though I am a big fan of using technology to help us in our daily lives, it can also provide immense distraction.  Cell phones are not allowed to be seen in my class.  If I see one, it will be sent to the office for a parent to pick up.  Laptop computers will also not be allowed in my class.  It is to the student’s advantage to take hand-written notes for my exams anyway.

Hurricane Plans

In the event of a hurricane I will use the email on file to contact the parents about the class schedule.

What To Do When You Don’t Know What To Do

Not getting it? Here are some ideas to help:

-read the material again

-check the website

-check your notes

-read the material again

-call a class-mate

-email Mr. Willson

-read the material again

-pray for mercy

Contact Information

Please feel free to contact me for any reason.  The quickest way to get hold of me is through email: gregwillson@gmail.com.  I will respond within 24 hours.







